
 

Seton’s Definition 
of Student Learning 

Learning for understanding is 
gaining knowledge that the 
learner comprehends, applies, 
synthesizes and to which the 
learner attaches personal 
meaning and relevance. Learning 
for understanding implies that the 
learner will be able to transfer 
knowledge from subject to subject 
and situation to situation while 
integrating the knowledge and 
understanding with previous 
knowledge and understanding. 
Learning for understanding 
means that there will be a change 
in a learner’s behavior, thinking 
or attitude. 
 

 
 
 

 

Senior Project 
Calendar 

2017-2018 
 

August 30            Info. in English Class 
(Parent Night)     
 
September 11  Proposal Packet 
 
October 3  Mentor Breakfast 
 
October 20  Annotated Bibliography  
 
November 13  Rough Draft of Paper 
 
December 15  Final Draft of Paper 
 
April 2   Complete Field Work 
 
April 2   Practice Presentations 
 
April 20   Senior Project  
                                  Presentations  
 

 
Contact information: 

 
Al Kovacic 

Senior Project Coordinator 
kovacica@setoncincinnati.org 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 
“I would wish to fit you for that 
world in which you are destined 

to live.” 
- St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seton High School 

3901 Glenway Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45205 

513.471.2600 
www.setoncincinnati.org 
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Proposal Packet 
Students must submit a proposal packet for their 
projects. There are three components to the 
proposal packet: letter of intent/proposal letter, 
project/product calendar, and budget worksheet. 
This packet will be reviewed by English teacher 
and presented to three other staff members. 
Students must have hard copies of the packet 
for those on the Proposal Committee. During the 
presentation of the proposal, the student will 
formally introduce herself and sell her idea to the 
Proposal Committee for approval. The Proposal 
Committee will ask questions and comment on 
the formal document to help the student clarify 
the proposal. Many times, students will be asked 
to revise the proposal, which does not 
necessarily mean a total rewrite. Members of the 
Proposal Committee will then sign the proposal. 
Return of proposal with revisions must be made 
before final approval by Senior Project 
Coordinator. 
 

 
 
 

Research Paper 
A big part of the Senior Project is the research 
paper. Students will write the research paper 
with the guidance of the English teacher and  
school librarian. The research paper is an eight 
to ten page document, written in MLA (Modern  
Language Association) format. Students must 
have a minimum of six sources for the  
paper - both secondary and primary sources. 
One interview and a non-fiction book are 
required for the Senior Project research paper. 
Students are also required to have at least two 
sources from an academic database. Students 
will receive formal research coaching in the 
library throughout the first semester of English 
class. An annotated bibliography is required 
prior to the submission of the rough draft. The 
final draft should be shared with the mentor prior 
to submission. 
 

Project and Product 
The actual project allows students to 
individualize the learning experience. The 
project must show a learning stretch; students 
must go above and beyond what they already 

know. The product is evidence of learning. The 
project and/or product need to either impact the 
world around them or provide an opportunity for 
sharing gained knowledge with others. Students 
must spend a minimum of fifteen hours outside 
of class on their project and product.  
 
Each student will work with a mentor during the 
project phase. The mentor, a professional 
member of the Seton community, will serve as a 
“guide on the side.” Students may not use 
relatives as mentors. The Senior Project 
Coordinator will help students find mentors. 
Parents must also approve of the choice of the 
mentor. 
 

Portfolio  
As part of their English class, students will work 
on an electronic portfolio throughout their senior 
year. The portfolio consists of the proposal 
packet, annotated bibliography, research paper, 
a mentor log, field work log and journal. The 
head judge reads the portfolio before 
presentation day. This allows judges to 
formulate questions for the students to be asked 
during the presentation.  
 

Presentation/Senior Boards 
The final step of the Senior Project is a ten 
minute presentation of the Senior Project. 
Students present to a board of judges consisting 
of staff members of Seton High School and 
professionals within the community. Students 
are also required to answer questions from the 
judges. Visual aids are required for the Senior 
Boards. The product must be available at the 
Senior Boards either in their portfolio or viewable 
during their presentation (no longer than two 
minutes). Students will have in-class practice 
and will present to other Seton students in the 
month of April, prior to the Senior Boards.  

Senior Project at Seton High School 
The Senior Project is a culminating high school learning experience which will take 
place throughout the course of the school year. Students will have the opportunity 
to explore a topic of interest to them. Topics are generally related to one of three 
areas: career, service or personal interest/hobbies. This project consists of five 
components: the proposal, research paper, product/project (including a minimum of 
fifteen hours of field work), portfolio and presentation. Many documents will be 
distributed to those involved in the Senior Project throughout the first and 
second semester. Students, mentors and judges will have a copy of the rubrics for 
the different sections of the Senior Project in advance of the due dates. 


